Lone Star LEND Community Advisory Council
BYLAWS

ARTICLE I 
                                                                                                                                                                            PURPOSE
1.1 The primary purpose of the LoneStar LEND (Leadership and Education in Neurodevelopmental Disorders) Community Advisory Council (CAC) shall be to advise the LEND administrator and faculty relative to training and educational activities on autism and related conditions.
1.2 A secondary purpose of the LoneStar LEND CAC will be to gather information as needed on potential service/support areas and to receive input from the community.

1.3 The powers of the LoneStar LEND CAC are limited by such restriction as the Rules and Regulations of the Regent’s Rules of the University of Texas at Houston may be imposed.
ARTICLE II
RESPONSIBILITIES

The Lone Star LEND CAC is charged with the following responsibilities:

2.1
Make recommendations on needs, planning and implementation of priorities.

2.2
Serve as a communication link between the Lone Star LEND Program and the community.
2.3 
Respond to special charges as assigned by the Lone Star LEND Program administrator or the   

university.

2.4
Respond to other charges as requested or identified by the LEND CAC members in consultation with the LEND Administrator.

ARTICLE III
COMPOSITION

3.1
The LEND CAC shall consist of no less than five (5) and no more than nine (9) members.

3.2
The LEND CAC membership may be comprised of interested citizens, persons affected by autism and family members.
3.3
The appointment of members should include a broad representation from the community.
3.4
Initially, members will be appointed by the Lone Star LEND administrator.

3.5
The initial term of office for members shall be for a period of two (2) years.

3.6
Each member of the CAC may then be appointed to an additional two year term by the LEND administrator in consultation with the CAC Chairperson.
3.7
Any vacancies will be filled by the LEND administrator in consultation with the CAC Chairperson.
3.8
Proposed CAC members shall, upon nomination and before appointment, certify in writing that the they have read and will be guided by the Code of Ethics of the University of Texas at Houston.
ARTICLE IV
MEETINGS

4.1
LEND CAC meetings shall meet on a designated date no less than quarterly.

4.2
Special meetings may be called by the LEND CAC Chairperson with a minimum of seventy-two (72) hour notice to all members.

4.3
LEND CAC meetings are open sessions; however, only duly appointed members can vote.

4.4
A quorum shall consist of at least half of the LEND CAC members.

4.5
Unexcused absences from two (2) consecutive meetings shall be considered a resignation unless a request for review is brought to the attention of the Chairperson prior to the next meeting.

4.6
The Chairperson of the LEND CAC, in consultation with the LEND administrator shall determine the agenda for each meeting.
4.7
Absentee of proxy voting shall not be allowed for any member.

ARTICLE V
OFFICERS AND RESPONSIBILITIES

5.1
The Executive Committee of the LEND CAC shall be comprised of it’s own Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary and two Ex-Officio members.

5.2
The voting officers shall be elected by the LEND CAC members for a one year term.

5.3
The Chairperson shall preside at all meetings, call special meetings as needed and appoint task force group(s) and their chairperson(s).

5.4
The Vice Chairperson shall be an assistant to the Chairperson and assume all duties of the Chairperson in his/her absence.

5.5
The Secretary shall record and maintain the minutes of each meeting, record attendance at meetings and maintain a file of essential records.

5.6
The Lone Star LEND administrator and one member of the LEND committees are ex-officio members of the CAC.

ARTICLE VI

GENERAL AND AMENDMENTS

6.1
Except as otherwise required by other Rules or the Bylaws, the CAC will govern all meetings in whatever manner as deemed necessary.

6.2
The fiscal year of the CAC shall be the 12-months period extending from September 1st until August 31st.

6.3
Those Bylaws may be amended by the CAC at any meeting by the affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members present.

